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were only minor incidents in the great drama. But the
threat to  Czechoslovakia was already there. In  1934
Mussolini promised the Austrian  Chancellor Dollfuss
that Italy would defend the independence of Austria,
by force of arms if necessary. In July of the same year
the mighty little man was assassinated. A moment of grave
danger to Europe, but the moment passed. Still in the
same year, Hindenburg died and with him went whatever
restraining influence he might have exercised. Hitler became
the Ftihrer of the Third Reich. The year 1934 also held
a warning for Czechoslovakia. In 1935 Hitler declared
that Germany had no territorial claims against France,
whereupon the French Minister of War reduced the period
of military service in France to eighteen months, where-
upon,  again,  Germany introduced  conscription.  Italy
started her Abyssinian  campaign.   * Sanctions.'   Grave
danger of war once more. The German Army manoeuvres
along the Czechoslovakian frontier only emphasised what
all this would mean to Czechoslovakia. In 1936 Hitler
turned the Treaty of Locarno into a * scrap of paper',
while Mussolini was bringing his Abyssinian campaign
to a victorious conclusion. In July of the same year the
Civil War in Spain flared up, and continued to the accom-
paniment of the farce of * non-intervention.' Hitler and
Mussolini began their rehearsal for the next war. The
year  1937 saw the  conclusion  of the  Anglo-Italian
* Gentleman's Agreement * and the Anglo-German Naval
Agreement. The conflict in the Far East was too distant
to worry Europe. Then, early in 1938, came the annexation
of Austria by Hitler, the most direct threat to Czecho-